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THE STATISTICS 

1 in 5 of Irish women who have been in a relationship have been abused by a 

current or former partner. 

[O’Connor, M, & Kelleher Associates (1995) Making the Links, Women’s Aid] 

 

In 2008, There were 15,158 incidents of domestic violence disclosed to the 

Women’s Aid National Freephone Helpline made up of 9,101 incidents of emotional 

abuse, 3,355 incidents of physical abuse, 1,900 incidents of financial abuse and 802 

incidents of sexual abuse, including 281 rapes within relationships.   

[Women's Aid National Helpline & Support Services Annual Statistics 2008] 

 

In a one-day survey on 4th November 2008, 263 women and 216 children were 

accdommodated and/or received support from a domestic violence service; 

239 helpline calls were received from women; 17 women and 15 children were ad-

mitted to refuge; 6 women could not be accommodated due to lack of space.  

[SAFE IRELAND (2009) ‘On the 4th November 2008’: A national one day count of women and children accessing 

Safe Ireland domestic violence services] 

 

1 in 7 women in Ireland have experienced severe abuse, defined as ‘a pattern of 

physical, emotional or sexual behaviours between partners in an intimate relation-

ship that causes, or risks causing, significant negative consequences for the person 

affected’.  

[National Crime Council and ESRI (2005) Domestic Abuse of Women and Men in Ireland] 

 

On average, the Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) responds to a domestic inci-

dent every 23 minutes of every day.  

[Northern Ireland Police Board (2009) Thematic Inquiry: Domestic Abuse] 

In one woman’s own words… 

‘”I can remember the first time he hit me. I was head butted and kicked in my body. I could never 
do anything right for him; it was never good enough. It was like walking on glass when he was 
around trying to please him. I had no friends, my money was accounted for. He controlled every-
thing. He belittled me to his family. He destroyed the confidence I had, told me I was fat and ugly. 
He would force sex on me when he wanted because he was my husband and that was his right.” 

Message of Support from Rebecca Miller, Writer, Director, Actor 
 “My only first hand experience of domestic violence was volunteering at a women's shelter 
in Dublin for several months in 1996/97. I worked in the children's day care.  

Often the women would arrive in the middle of the night, carrying a garbage bag filled with 
clothes, little children clinging to their legs. In the days that followed they would walk up and down 
the halls in their slippers, tending their children, or talk a little in their dining/common area, and try 
to make plans of escape from their lives. The staff was wonderfully dedicated. Sometimes women 
and children would move on to live violence free and happy lives but some women would often 
have to return home to their abusers, because they had no other means of financial survival, or 
felt they had no other options. 

Though many of us cannot imagine being in a violent relationship, domestic violence is so 
common that one in five women experience domestic violence in their lifetime. Imagine the terror 
that not only these women, but their children, live through, every day of their lives. Violence be-
gets violence, and we all need to do whatever we can to stem the tide.”  

 Day 1: Prevalence of domestic violence in Ireland 
November 25th: International Day Opposing  

Violence Against Women 

  

Follow the 16 Days of Action in Ireland on www.womensaid.ie/16dayscampaign 
 

 


