
16 Facts for 16 Days Email Awareness Campaign 

 

THE STATISTICS 

 

International research consistently demonstrates that a woman is 

more likely to be assaulted, injured, raped, or killed by a current or 

former partner than by any other person. Findings from nearly 80 popu-

lation-bases studies indicate that between 10% and 60% of women who 

have ever been partnered have experienced at least one incident of physi-

cal violence from a current or former partner. 

[Ellsberg & Heise, 2005, WHO Multi-country study on women’s health and domes-

tic violence] 

 

25% of all violent crimes reported involve a man assaulting his wife or 

partner.  

[EU Campaign Against Domestic Violence, 2000] 

 

At least 1 in 3 women, or up to one billion women, have been beaten, 

coerced into sex, or otherwise abused in their lifetimes. Usually, the 

abuser is a member of her own family or someone known to her.  

[Heise, L, Ellsberg, M, Ending Violence against Women, 1999] 

 

An estimated 150 million girls under 18 experienced some form of sexual 

violence in the year 2002 alone. 

[According to the WHO based on Ezzati et al (2004) Comparative Quantivication of Health 

Risks: Global & Regional Burden of Disease Attributable to Selected Major Risk Factors] 

In womens’ own words… 
 

‘The beating was getting more and more severe…In the begin-
ning it was confined to the house. Gradually, he stopped caring. 
He slapped me in front of others and continued to threaten 
me…Every time he beat me it was as if he was trying to test my 
endurance, to see how much I could take.’ – Thai Woman, 27-
year-old university graduate 

 

‘A woman I know was recently killed by her live-in partner. Now I 
am very fearful and hardly sleep at night. I keep watch because 
when my partner is drunk or has smoked marijuana, he sharpens 
his knife before going to bed. He regularly warns me that he will 
kill me if I leave him, or do not please him in any way.’ –Namibian 
woman 

 

 ‘My first husband never hit me, but while I was with him I have 
suffered so much psychological abuse that I cannot ever forget 
that. My current husband hits me but here mental suffering is 
less.’ –Bangladeshi woman 

 

‘That day he asked me for some money. He was about to leave 
for his drinking hours. He wanted some money I got from the 
sales of used paper. I refused. We quarrelled for a while. ..There 
came his leg at the back of my neck. I was beaten and bruised all 
over…He never kicked me before…Once he threw a cutting 
board at me. I would have been dead, had I not ducked.’ -Thai 
Woman, 46 years old 

Message of Support from  
Mary Robinson 

 
"This year marks the 10th Anniversary of the 
UN Recognition of 25th November as the 
day for the elimination of violence again 
women, which begins the annual 16 days of 
Action Campaign.  Sadly this worldwide 
campaign is more needed than ever and I 
support the 16 Facts of Women's Aid. 

 

Last March I travelled from the International 
Colloquium on Women in Liberia to the 
DRC, where I saw first hand in Goma the 
terrible evidence of sexual violence and rape 
as deliberate forms of warfare.  The recent 
adoption of the UN Security Council of Reso-
lution 1888, to reinforce Resolutions 1325 
and 1820 is timely, as is the appointment of 
a Special Representative of the Secretary 
General on Sexual Violence against Women.  
Only a huge and sustained bottom up global 
campaign based on women's rights and em-
powerment will put an end to this terrible 
sexual violence against women in situations 
of conflict."   

 Day 2: Violence Against Women Globally 

Follow the 16 Days of Action in Ireland on www.womensaid.ie/16dayscampaign



 






