
16 Facts for 16 Days Email Awareness Campaign 

THE STATISTICS 

The Dublin Rape Crisis Centre carried out 9,487 counselling calls in 2008.  86% 

of callers were female. Trained volunteers at the Dublin Rape Crisis Centre at-

tended the Sexual Assault Treatment Unit with 284 victims in 2008.   

[Dublin Rape Crisis Centre (DRCC) Annual Report 2008] 

 

Callers to the Women’s Aid National Freephone Helpline in 2008 disclosed 802 

incidents of sexual abuse including 281 incidents of rape. (However, there has 

only been one successful conviction under the law criminalising rape within mar-

riage since its induction in 1990.) 

[Women's Aid National Freephone Helpline & Support Services Annual Statistics 2008] 

 

8% of women in Ireland have experienced severe sexual abuse in intimate 

relationships.  

[National Crime Council and (2005) Domestic Abuse of Women and Men in Ireland, ESRI] 

 

Almost one quarter (23.6%) of perpetrators of sexual violence against 

women as adults are intimate partners or ex-partners.  

[McGee H et al (2002) SAVI: Sexual Abuse and Violence in Ireland, The Liffey Press in Associa-

tion with Dublin Rape Crisis Centre] 

 

More than 4 in 10 (42%) women in Ireland have experienced some form of 

sexual abuse or assault in their lifetime.  

[McGee H et al (2002) SAVI: Sexual Abuse and Violence in Ireland, The Liffey Press in Associa-

tion with Dublin Rape Crisis Centre] 

In one woman’s own words... 

“An argument had started one night and I knew it would go on for a long time. I got so fed up I went to bed as I 
couldn’t be bothered arguing back. I’d get nowhere anyway because he was always right…He moved into bed 
beside me and asked was I awake. I said nothing. “Please don’t come near me. Please God let him sleep”. He 
said, “I know you are awake. Come here and I’ll give you a hug. I’m sorry”. I said, “Leave me alone, I’m tired.”  

 

 He pulled me close to him and started pulling at my clothes. He shouted, “Get your clothes off”. I said, “I’m 
tired, please not tonight”. He shouted, “If you don’t take them off I’ll beat you”. “No”, I said, “Not anymore. You 
couldn’t hurt me”. “Well”, he said, “Watch what I’ll do now”. 

 

 He held me down and raped me. I shouted at him to stop. I screamed at him and tried to fight back but it was 
useless. He used me like a rag doll. I got hit when I moved. It went on for hours. Then, when I thought it was 
over, he said, “You can sleep, you bitch”. I tried to get up from the bed and he pulled me down again and 
anally raped me. He pushed the pillow onto my face so he wouldn’t hear me shout. I felt a prisoner to him. I 
was sick. I couldn’t wait for it to be over. I was treated like a dog. Where was the love here?” 

Message of Support from Ruth Gilligan, Author 
“As part of the research for my latest novel, Can You See Me?, I worked with the Dublin Rape Crisis Centre 
who opened my eyes to the terrifying realities surrounding sexual violence against women in Ireland.  The 
statistics speak for themselves, but these are not just numbers – every individual case concerns one innocent 
woman and the tragic tale of how her world was torn apart. My book deals with a nineteen year-old girl and a 
drunken night out which ends in her being raped by a ‘friend’. And indeed, the overwhelming majority of rapes 
are carried out by someone the victim knows – these aren’t strangers lurking in alleyways, these are familiar 
faces; faces which will haunt them forever. 

 

But beyond illuminating these dark truths, the DRCC shed much light on the journeys these women go 
through – physical, emotional, legal, spiritual – their worlds are altered, but hope is never lost. The 
strength of the victims themselves, together with the support offered by friends, family and organisations like 
the DRCC took my breath away, and encouraged me to make my novel ultimately one of hope – a tale of 
struggle, which yet proves that lives can be rebuilt, and happiness regained.” 

 Day 3: Sexual Violence Against Women 

Follow the 16 Days of Action in Ireland on www.womensaid.ie/16dayscampaign   


