
FREEDOM FROM PORNOGRAPHY CAMPAIGN INFORMATION FOR 4th DECEMBER

2009

The Freedom From Pornography Campaign (FFPC) was set up in Dublin in 2003.  At that time it

consisted of a coalition of individuals and groups working on women’s human rights issues

including The Inchicore Outreach Centre, the National Domestic Violence intervention Agency,

The Rape Crisis Centre, Kilkenny, Women’s Aid and the National Women’s Council of Ireland.

The aim of the campaign was and is to eliminate pornography and to promote a society in which

all people enjoy sexuality based on respect, safety, equality and mutuality.  Pornography was

defined as graphic, sexually explicit material which subordinates women and recognizes

pornography as part of the wider sex industry.   We understand pornography in the context of

politics, human rights, power and profit. 

Over the following years much work was done in making presentations, raising awareness,

attending seminars and conferences on pornography, doing interviews and eventually celebrating

the first Freedom From Pornography Day on 4th December, 2008 as part of the 16 Days.  People

were asked to wear purple/mauve ribbons to honor the day.  The first newsletter was sent to all

members updating them on the work of the campaign.

While acknowledging the links between sexual violence and pornography, the FFPC challenges

the depiction of women in e.g. ‘Lad’s Mags’.    The mass display and consumption of these

normalize the representation of women as sexual beings, give men a false sense of entitlement,

and reduce the use of pornography to individual choice rather than placing pornography as a

barrier to creating a much broader social change which can lead to women achieving authentic

equality.

Pornography has to be placed in the context of mass profits.  As groups continue to do awareness

rising on the harm of pornography action also needs to happen.  People’s spending power can be

used to challenge this profit making industry.  A huge percentage of the pornographer’s profits

come from hotels which have Adult Channels available to their guests.  An action for supporters

of the FFPC for 2010 could be to ask the question when booking hotels for conferences, holidays

or any event what the policy on Adult Channels is.
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For any individual or group who wish to have more information on the campaign please contact

Kate or Anita at  inch.outreach@hotmail.com  or by writing to PO BOX 10042.  A registration

fee of Euro 10 is requested.

Kate Mc Carthy
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