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THE STATISTICS 

 

Only 29% of women who had experienced severe abuse had 

reported it to An Garda Síochána. 

[National Crime Council and ESRI (2005) Domestic Abuse of Women and 

Men in Ireland] 

 

In 2008, there were 10,401 applications for protective orders 

under the Domestic Violence Act (1996).  3,096 barring orders 

were applied for and 1,251 were granted. In the same year 

1,502 Safety Orders were granted, 617 were refused and 1,209 

struck out/withdrawn. 2,955 protection orders were granted whilst 

256 were refused and 138 struck out/withdrawn.  

[Central Statistics Office (2009) Court Service Statistics 2008] 

 

There were 1,184 incidents of Breaching Domestic Violence 

Orders Offences in 2006. This resulted in 349 convictions.  95% 

of persons convicted were male.   

[Central Statistics Office (2008) Garda Recorded Crime Statistics 2003-2006]  

 

National research carried out in 1999 found that between 1% 

and 6% of domestic violence offenders in Ireland receive a 

prison sentence. 

[Kelleher & O’Connor (1999) Safety and Sanctions, Women’s Aid] 

One woman’s story… 
Karen was in a relationship with her ex for several years.  They never lived together and never had children. Al-
though he was very controlling and also physically violent towards her, he always managed to convince her to take 
him back if she tried to leave.  He promised he would change countless times.  Once Karen told him it was abso-
lutely over, he wouldn’t accept this.  One night after the break-up he broke into her house and threatened her with 
a knife. Karen was advised to go for a safety order and went to the district court as soon as she could, only to be 
told that she wasn’t eligible for protection because she had not married or lived with her ex.  Karen felt hugely let 
down.  However, she was determined that he would not get away with what he had done.  She found the courage 
to make a statement to the Gardaí and brought assault charges against her ex.  The first criminal hearing was ad-
journed.  A full year later, at the second hearing, the case was adjourned again due to complications with the pa-
perwork.  Karen is not confident that her ex will ever actually be convicted or sent to prison and worries that she 
might have made a mistake putting her trust in the criminal law system. She is finding it impossible to feel safe 
anywhere.  Karen believes a safety order would make a huge difference to her life and would help her regain a 
sense of peace and safety again. 

Message of Support from Senator Ivana Bacik 

 

“I very much support the good work that Women’s Aid do in supporting victims and survivors of domestic 
violence. However, I am very concerned at the inadequacies of the legal system in responding to those victims of 
domestic violence, and in particular I am very concerned at the low levels of reporting of severe abuse to the 
Garda Siochana by women who are victims of domestic violence. I believe that an urgent review is required of the 
response of the criminal justice system to women who experience domestic violence, as there are clearly inade-
quate levels of support available to those women.” 

 Day 10: Domestic Violence & the Legal System 

Follow the 16 Days of Action in Ireland on www.womensaid.ie/16dayscampaign 


