
16 Facts for 16 Days Email Awareness Campaign 

THE STATISTICS 

 

Almost a fifth (18%) of callers to the Women’s Aid National 

Freephone Helpline in 2008 disclosed that they were abused by 

an ex-spouse or partner.  The types of abuse disclosed after the 

relationship has ended included: physical and sexual assaults, 

stalking, publicly humiliating the woman, and damage to her new 

home and property. 

[Women's Aid National Freephone Helpline & Support Services Annual Sta-

tistics 2008] 

 

In 2008, women could not be accommodated at refuge on more 

than 1,722 recorded occasions. 

[SAFE Ireland (2009) 2008 Annual Statistics] 

 

In Making the Links, the single biggest reason why women 

did not leave violent partners was having nowhere to go 

(88%).   44% of women cited fear of further violence as their 

reason for not leaving.  

[O’Connor, M, & Kelleher Associates, Making the Links, Women’s Aid, 1995] 

 

30% of victims who disclosed being severely abused said 

that the abuse continued after the relationship had ended.                                  

[National Crime Council & ESRI (2005) Domestic Abuse of Women and Men 

in Ireland] 

In one woman’s own words... 

“He took over the house one night [after he had moved 
out] and the three children were in there and I wasn’t in…
He rang me and said, you get back here or you are dead, 
and I rang the guards and got them to come down be-
cause he wouldn’t get out of the house…he wouldn’t come 
out. He got fined 500 euros for pulling me in the door and 
pushing the guard out…he wouldn’t come out [so we left]. 
I went up to stay with my sister and I brought the children 
out…when I got to the house [earlier], there was about 8 
guards there and he wouldn’t come out, so I knew that the 
kids were in there and I knew no matter what beating I 
was going to get, I had to go in for the kids. So when I got 
to the door, he pulled me in by the hand and he pushed 
the guard out, and she fell so she done him…the next day 
the guards rang and told me I could go home…so that is 
what he has done and the children witnessed all that as 
well.” 
 

Although Geraldine’s house was rented in her name only, she 
and the children had to seek alternative accommodation as her 
husband refused to leave their home. In Clare’s case, despite 
the granting of a barring order, her children still had to witness 
domestic violence as on several occasions her husband broke 
the barring order: 
 

“He was around the house loads of nights, banging on the 
window. One night he was here, and [son] was here and 
he said this is unbelievable. He [husband] would be bang-
ing on the windows and shouting in and hooting in the 
yard, coming in at 1 o’clock in the morning and [son] was 
livid. He [son] said, you’ve gone to court and you’ve been 
through all of this and is this the quality, is this life now? 

Message of Support from Sharon O’Halloran,  
Director, SAFE Ireland 

 

“Our members, including Women’s Aid, work every day with 
the enormous reality of domestic violence in Ireland. In addi-
tion to helpline calls, over 6,000 women accessed face to face 
contact with domestic violence services in 2008. 
 

During one day in November 2008 we know that 263 women 
and 216 children accessed our members’ domestic violence 
services throughout Ireland. 135 of these women and 176 of 
these children were accommodated in refuges or transitional 
housing because they were homeless as a result of domestic 
violence and they needed to access safety. 
 

Domestic violence is a significant cause of homelessness in 
Ireland. Specialist domestic violence services provide women 
with access to safety as well as supporting women with a 
broad range of needs. In 2008, women accessing our mem-
bers’ services have told us that as a result of accessing ref-
uges in Ireland they and their children are safer, they have 
more ways to protect their children and themselves from their 
partner/ex partner, they have more information, confidence 
and a greater understanding about the causes of domestic 
violence and they are better able to deal with the impact of 
domestic violence in their lives.” 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to highlight the critical ser-
vices provided by our 40 members throughout the country and 
to say to women that you do not have to suffer alon; there are 
specialised confidential domestic violence support services in 
your area. Also you can call Women’s Aid (National 
Freephone) Helpline who have details of your nearest support 
service.” 

 Day 11: Obstacles to Leaving   

Follow the 16 Days of Action in Ireland on www.womensaid.ie/16dayscampaign  

 


