
16 Facts for 16 Days Email Awareness Campaign 

IRISH STATISTICS 
 

Between January 2007 and September 2008, 102 women were identified by ten 

services as being trafficked into or through Ireland. These women were aware 

of a further 64 women who were trafficked into Ireland.  None of the 102 women 

knew they were specifically being recruited for the sex industry.   

[Kelleher Associates (2009) Globalisation, Sex Trafficking, and Prostitution: Experiences of Migrant  

Women in Ireland, Dublin: Immigrant Council of Ireland.] 

 

1 in 15 men in Ireland reported that they buy sex. 25% of men who bought sex 

stated that they had met a woman who they felt was being forced into prostitution.  

[Layte et al (2006) The Irish Study of Sexual Health & Relationships, Dublin: Crisis Pregnaqncy 

Agency & Department of Health & Children; Escort Surveys  (2006) Irish Escort Client Surveys 2006] 

 

In a study of 30 women engaged in street prostitution in Dublin, 80% had been at-

tacked while working in prostitution. Of these, nearly half (48%) had been as-

saulted by a partner.  

[Haughey & Bacik (2000) Final Report: A Study of Prostitution in Dublin, Law School, Trinity College 

Dublin] 

 

Approximately 800,000 people are trafficked across national borders.  Approxi-

mately 80% of these people are women and girls and up to 50% are minors.  The 

majority of these women and girls are trafficked into commercial sexual exploitation.  

[Trafficking in Persons Report, Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons, US Department of 

State, June 2007] 

 

The annual global profits made from human trafficking for forced commercial 

sexual exploitation are estimated at US$27.8billion.  

[Forced Labour and Human Trafficking: Estimating the Profits Working Paper, ILO, Geneva, 2005] 

One woman’s story… 
Tatyana from Moldova was 26 
years old. She was divorced 
from her husband and had one 
child. She was living in her fa-
ther’s house and was finding it 
difficult to find work and crate a 
stable environment for herself 
and her child. She responded to 
an advertisement in a newspa-
per offering her childcare work 
with a family in the UK. She met 
with the agency in Moldova and 
was interviewed. She believed 
the employment agency to be 
legitimate and that her entry into 
the UK would be legal. When 
she submitted the results of a 
medical examination and made 
a clear criminal record disclo-
sure, she assumed all was legiti-
mate. She arrived in the UK via 
Ireland. There, her passport was 
taken and she was forced into 
prostitution. 

Message of Support from Denise Charlton, CEO,  
Immigrant Council of Ireland 

“As a society, we cannot ignore the issue of domestic violence when the 
Women’s Aid Helpline was contacted by over 11,000 women in 2008 who 
reported physical, emotional, sexual and financial abuse.  
 

A particular focus for the Immigrant Council of Ireland is the trafficking of 
women into Ireland for sexual exploitation. In April 2009, we published the 
results of research which identified 102 women trafficked into or through 
Ireland between January 2007 and September 2008. The research exam-
ined the highly lucrative sex industry in Ireland and the experience of the 
women exploited within it. It revealed the horrific violence and control 
mechanisms to which these women are subjected including system-
atic sexual exploitation and rape. The stories of these women are sto-
ries of captivity, isolation, shame, betrayal and violence.  
 

We hope that the messages on this day of the 16 Facts regarding the 
shocking reality of human trafficking will spur many on to take action on this 
cause. During 2010, the Immigrant Council of Ireland will continue to advo-

cate for appropriate service provision for women who are victims of traffick-
ing and sexual exploitation to enable them to safely escape their dreadful 
situations of exploitation. We will also be launching a campaign to crimi-
nalise the purchase of sex as we believe that only by tackling the de-
mand for paid sex in Ireland will be able to successfully reduce the num-
bers of women being trafficked to Ireland for sexual exploitation.” 

 Day 12: Trafficking & Sexual Exploitation 

Follow the 16 Days of Action in Ireland on www.womensaid.ie/16dayscampaign 

6th December: International Volunteer Day & Anniversary of the ‘Montreal Massacre’, 
when a gun man killed 14 female engineering students for being ‘feminists’.  

 

 

 

 


