
16 Facts for 16 Days Email Awareness Campaign 

THE STATISTICS 

 

In 2008, minority ethnic  women represented nearly 20% of Women’s Aid Support 

Service users. [Women’s Aid National Freephone Helpline and Support Services Annual Statistics 2008]  

 

37% of women accessing and leaving refuge were Travellers, 6% black and 

2% Asian. It is important not to draw conclusions about levels or severity of do-

mestic violence amongst particular minority ethnic communities given some ap-

pear ‘over-represented’ in refuge provision. Instead it shows that minority women 

face additional barriers to obtaining long-term safety and lack other possible op-

tions than emergency accommodation. 

[SAFE Ireland (2009) Safety and Change: A national study of support needs and outcomes for women ac-

cessing refuge provision in Ireland] 

 

Minority ethnic women only comprise appr. 5% of Ireland’s population, but repre-

sented 13% of those seeking services from gender-based violence organisations. 

Traveller women make up 0.5% of population but represent 15% of service users. 

[The Women’s Health Council (2009) Translating Pain into Action: A study of Gender-based Violence and 

Minority Ethnic Women in Ireland.] 

 

Barriers to fulfilling minority ethnic women’s needs identified by gender-

based violence services and minority ethnic organisations were: inadequate re-

sources, absence of staff training, and the Habitual Residence Condition. Most 

GBV organisations identified language and the absence of interpretation services 

as barriers. 

The Women’s Health Council (2009) Translating Pain into Action: A study of Gender-based Violence and 

Minority Ethnic Women in Ireland.] 

One woman’s story… 

 

Laima arrived in Ireland on a Spouse Dependent Visa to live with her 
husband in the suburbs of Dublin, speaking virtually no English. Laima’s 
husband became physically violent only upon arrival in Ireland. Before 
this she describes, ‘...He was…violent when he’s drunk [in country of 
origin]. Like violent, but he never beat. He say abuse, you know?’ 

 

Following a severely violent physical attack which resulted in an open 
head wound and temporary loss of consciousness, Laima managed to 
escape with her daughter. But Laima found herself trapped by the isola-
tion in which she lived.  

 

Laima was affected by the Habitual Residence Condition. Having been 
in Ireland only a matter of months when she left her husband, she found 
herself only with access to emergency social welfare. She was given 
emergency accommodation in a direct provision hostel for asylum seek-
ers, where she lived for seven months. This accommodation was sub-
standard: ‘One month we cannot eat for the smell...And my room was 
smaller like than this kitchen...Only bed…And toilet was down-
stairs...And I bought small bowl because its difficult to carry daughter, 
you know, down all the steps, you know, it was very difficult’. 

 

 As a consequence of this, she and her daughter suffered ill-health. ‘…It 
was very long wait [to receive medical card] you know, because I was on 
emergency money. I was nothing, you know? The rules in this country 
for get any help after a woman stay two year, after you can get this’. 

 

During this period, she received abusive text messages from her hus-
band. She noted that had he sent messages asking forgiveness or ask-
ing her to return home, the circumstances she found herself in would 
have made her feel very vulnerable to doing so: ‘Thank God he didn’t 
write this. Because when you are alone, and you have no money, you 
can do mistake, you know?’ 

Message of Support from  
Colm O’Gorman,  

Executive Director, Amnesty 
International Ireland 

 

"Violence against women is a 
fundamental human rights is-
sue. The scale of the problem 
is staggering with the rights of 
women and girls to security, 
adequate housing, health, food 
and education constantly under 
threat. It is also a development 
issue. Violence against women 
is inextricably linked to poverty 
and disadvantage (globally). It 
has huge economic and social 
costs at every level of society. 
Put simply, this is something 
we cannot afford to ignore.  

 

But if we are to succeed in 
tackling the problem it is crucial 
that the voices and experi-
ences of women, those most 
affected, are at the heart of the 
strategies we need to over-
come violence against women 
and to build safe, sustainable 
communities." 

 Day 4: Domestic Violence & Minority Ethnic Women 

Follow the 16 Days of Action in Ireland on www.womensaid.ie/16dayscampaign 
 

  


