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THE STATISTICS 

 

In 2008, there were 1,829 specific incidents of child abuse disclosed to the 

Women’s Aid National Freephone Helpline.  Abuse of children ranged from physi-

cal violence (pushing down stairs, attempted stabbing) to threatening to place the 

children in foster care and forcing children to eat off the floor.  In an additional 

3,408 calls it was directly disclosed that children were living with domestic 

violence against their mother. 

[Women's Aid National Freephone Helpline and Support Services Annual Statistics 2008] 

 

In 2003, 3 out of 4 women who were accommodated in refuge were accompa-

nied by one or more children. 

[National Crime Council and ESRI (2005) Domestic Abuse of Women and Men in Ireland],  

 

In the UK, nearly 75% of children on the 'at risk' register live in households 

where domestic violence occurs. 

[UK Department of Health, 2002] 

 

An overview of research studies found that in between 30-66% of cases, the 

same perpetrator is abusing both the mother and the children. 

[Edleson, J., Children's witnessing of adult domestic violence, Journal of Interpersonal Violence,  
vol. 14.  839-870, 1999] 

 

In one child’s own words… 

 
‘He’ll be out of the house four years in September. There was an awful lot of domestic vio-
lence. We were all in bed that morning and I heard mammy screaming and shouting down-
stairs. I didn’t think it was that bad until I saw it. She was all covered in blood and there were 
clumps of her hair all over the place and the baby was crying. He said to us that mammy 
was a whore and that she was making him leave.  
 

– Catherine, age 13 

 

Message of Support from Fergus Finlay, Director, Barnardos 
 
“In Barnardos we work with children and families who have had to cope with domestic 
abuse, and we know the terrible scars it can leave, scars that can last long after the bruises 
and the broken bones have healed. We try above all to help children understand that do-
mestic abuse is not something they have caused, that it's not their fault.  
 
It's not their responsibility to make it stop. That responsibility belongs to all of us, and one 
way we can all help is by talking more openly about it. People who abuse their partners al-
ways want to do so in secrecy. The more we talk about it, the harder it is for abusers to hide 
behind closed doors.” 

 Day 6: Domestic Violence and Children 

Follow the 16 Days of Action in Ireland on www.womensaid.ie/16dayscampaign 


