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THE STATISTICS 

 

Women who have experienced domestic violence are at an in-

creased risk of depression and suicide attempts; physical inju-

ries; psychosomatic disorders; unwanted pregnancies; HIV and 

other STDs; being killed by a partner. 

[World Health Organisation (2002) World Report on Violence and Health] 

 

International research shows that 25% of women who experi-

ence domestic violence are physically assaulted for the first 

time during pregnancy. 

[Royal College of Midwives UK (2006) Domestic Violence: A Position Paper]  

 

5% of women in Ireland who experienced severe abuse in an 

intimate relationship suffered a miscarriage as a result of the 

abuse. 

[National Crime Council and ESRI (2005) Domestic Abuse of Women and 

Men in Ireland] 

 

A study conducted by the Rotunda Maternity Hospital found that 

in a sample of 400 pregnant women, 1 in 8 had experienced 

abuse while they were pregnant. 

[O'Donnell S, Fitzpatrick John M, McKenna PF, Abuse in Pregnancy – The 

Experience of Women, Nov 2000, Vol.98, No. 8] 

In one womans’ words… 

“Through our marriage I had 
two miscarriages and was in 
hospital on numerous occa-
sions with infections. At one 
stage when I lost the second 
baby I was in hospital for 
nearly two weeks. When I 
came home I had to cook and 
clean up for him. I had had 
major surgery before all this 
happened but he forced sex 
on me a few nights later. The 
following morning he pulled 
me out of bed, and I still had 
stitches. He blamed me for 
not carrying our babies. It was 
my fault, and I believed him. 
My doctor put me on the pill 
because it was dangerous 
after surgery, and he wouldn’t 
let me take it.” - Aoife 

 Day 7: Domestic Violence & Health/Pregnancy 
1st December : World Aids Day 

In every region of the world, more adult women than ever  
before are living with HIV: 15.5 million women worldwide.   

In Sub-Saharan Africa, 61% of those living with HIV are women.   

Follow the 16 Days of Action in Ireland on www.womensaid.ie/16dayscampaign 

Message of Support from Sam Coulter Smith, Master, Rotunda Hospital 

 

“For many women, pregnancy is a time when they are cared for and nurtured by their 
partner. Research and experience shows us that for some women, pregnancy is no 
protection against physical, verbal, emotional and sexual violence at the hands of 
their intimate partner.   
 

In fact domestic violence often begins in pregnancy and  is more common than 
gestational diabetes or hypertension and poses a significant health risk for the 
mother and baby with increased risk of pregnancy loss, pre-term delivery, low 
birth weight and foetal injury. It is also associated with anxiety and depression 
and can lead to post natal depression. It is vital therefore that we are aware of 
those women who are at risk so that supports can be put in place for them. 
 

  

We are aware that disclosure of abuse is difficult for a women.  Feelings of fear, 
shame, exhaustion and isolation prevent women from seeking help.  In the maternity 
hospitals, we are ready and willing to listen, to offer non-judgemental support and to 
work with women to make their own decisions. We will in the near future, routinely 
ask all patients about their concerns regarding issues relating to domestic 
abuse. 

 

 As a society, we need to talk about these issues openly and confront abusers who 
use threats and physical violence to control their partners.  Like other forms of abuse 
(eg clerical, child, institutional), exposure to the light of public debate will help reduce 
the isolation and stigma felt by those who are abused.” 

 

 


