
16 Facts for 16 Days Email Awareness Campaign 

 

THE STATISTICS 

 

The estimated economic cost of domestic violence to the 

Irish economy is €2.2billion a year.  This is based on the Coun-

cil of Europe (COE) figure that domestic violence costs each mem-

ber state €555 per citizen (amounting to a total cost of €33 billion 

for the whole COE) annually in policing, health bills, lost produc-

tivity and court procedures.   

[Ahern, TD, Dermot, Minister for Justice, speaking at the International Confer-

ence on Domestic Violence, Waterford, May 2008, quoted in ‘Domestic Vio-

lence costs the country €2.2bn’, The Irish Examiner, 30.5.08] 

 

 

In Northern Ireland, £180,000,000 is the estimated total annual 

cost of domestic violence. 

[Joint NIO/DHSSPS Strategy (2005) Tackling Violence at Home] 

 

 

In Australia, it is estimated that if domestic violence against 

women was eliminated, potential costs savings of $207 million in 

the health sector and $1,801 million in production and leisure 

costs could be realised over time. 

[Cadilhac, DA et al (2009) The health and economic benefits of reducing dis-

ease factors, Deakin University] 

 

Estimated Cost of Domestic Violence in the UK & Wales 
 
Walby (2004) calculated the annual national costs of domestic violence for the year 2001 in England and 
Wales, which amounted to £23 billion, or £375 per capita. There was a £2.7 billion loss to the economy 
due to the disruption of employment, borne by both women and employers. The highest costs were as-
sociated with the human and emotional cost of pain and suffering at $17 billion a year. The total cost of 
domestic violence to services was $3.1 billion, made up of: 
 
• £1 billion to the Criminal Justice System 
• £1.2 billion for physical injuries 
• £176 million in mental health care 
• £0.16 billion in housing expenditures 
• £0.25 billion in social services, the majority of which was for children 
• £0.3 billion on civil legal services, half of which is borne by government and half by the individual. 

Message of Support from Claire Byrne, Broadcaster, Journalist & MC 

 

"As the economic crisis deepens, stress on families and relationships increases also, along with the risk of vio-
lence and abuse. The 16 Days of Action Opposing Violence against Women is a vital tool in encouraging 
women to talk about abuse and seek help. The success of the Days of Action campaign lies in the communities 
around the country that support and promote it. Every time we talk about it openly, it might just encourage a 
woman who is being subjected to daily terror in the home to speak about it too." 

 Day 9: The Economic Cost of Domestic Violence 

Follow the 16 Days of Action in Ireland on www.womensaid.ie/16dayscampaign 


